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equipped with two hand machine-guns, was already in
action on the flank of the Bazki insurgent squadron.
Further reinforcements streamed into the breach thus
formed. But their advance was slow, for none of the Red
Army men knew the locality, the forces had no guides and,
moving blindly, in the darkness they continually came up
against ponds and deep torrents filled with flood water,
which could not be forded.
The brigade commander directing the attack decided to
cease the pursuit until daybreak, while bringing up reserves
and concentrating on the approaches to Vieshenska, and
then to order a further advance after artillery preparation.
But at Vieshenska hurried measures were already being
taken to close the breach. As soon as a courier galloped up
with the news that the Reds had crossed, the officer on duty
at staff headquarters sent for Kudynov and Melekhov, The
squadrons of the Kargin regiment were summoned from the
'hamlets of Chorny, Gorokhovka and Dubrovka. Gregor
Melekhov took over the general direction of operations. He
threw three hundred sabres against Yerinsk hamlet, with a
view to strengthening the left flank and assisting the Tatarsk
and Lebyazhy cossacks to withstand the enemy's pressure,
if he tried to invest Vieshenska from the east. Westward,
down the Don, he sent the Vieshenska " foreign " volunteers
and one of the Chirsk dismounted squadrons to the aid of
the Bazki squadron ; he posted eight machine-guns in the
threatened sector and himself, with a couple of mounted
squadrons, about two in the morning took up a position on
t^the fringe of the forest, waiting for the dawn and planning
~*to attack the Reds with cavalry.
The Great Bear had not yet faded when the Vieshenska
" foreign " volunteer detachment, which had made its way
through the forest to the Bazki loop of the river, ran into
the retreating Bazki men and, taking them for the enemy,
opened fire for a few moments, then fled. Across the broad
lake separating Vieshenska from the meadowland the
volunteers waded, in their hurry throwing their boots and
clothing down on the edge. The mistake was quickly
discovered, but the news that the Reds were approaching
Vieshenska spread at an astonishing speed. The refugees
who had been sheltering in the cellars fled out of the village
northward, carrying everywhere the rumour that the Reds